
How to structure an official New Zealand co-production.
An official co-production must comply with all 
provisions of the relevant co-production treaty 
or agreement. 
The fundamental intention of an official co-
production is that two (or more) producers 
from two (or more) countries co-produce a film 
or television production.  Each co-producer 
raises a certain proportion of the budget and 

provides a reasonably equivalent proportion 
of the creative contribution.  Subject, to some 
specific exclusions, all personnel involved 
must be from the co-producing countries 
and the production must be made in the co-
producing countries.  
The proportion of the budget raised by each  
co-producer must also be reasonably 

equivalent to the portion of the budget spent 
on elements in their respective countries.
Whilst there are variations from country to 
country, in general the provisions outlined 
here are common across all the treaties and 
agreements.
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The advantages 
of an official co-
production.
Official co-productions offer many benefits, 
including the sharing of creative, artistic and 
technical resources, and also:
• access to local and foreign incentives and 

subsidies
• facilitation of temporary immigration, and 

duty/tax free importation of equipment
• access to the market of the other co-producer/s
• the ability to pool financial resources
The advantages of a New Zealand co-production 
are:

What are official  
co-productions? 
An official co-production is a film or 
television production between two or 
more countries made in accordance with 
co-production treaties or agreements. 
New Zealand currently has bi-lateral  
co-production treaties or agreements with:

What if my 
country doesn’t 
have a  
co-production 
treaty with New 
Zealand?
A project could still be structured as an 
official New Zealand co-production if 
your country has a co-production treaty 
or agreement with one of New Zealand’s 
co-production partner countries.  New 
Zealand’s treaties allow for three country 
co-productions.
Alternatively, projects could be 
structured as unofficial co-productions.  
In order to access the same advantages 
of an official co-production, a project will 
need to have ‘significant New Zealand 
content’.
Projects just wishing to utilise crew and/
or locations may want to partner with 
local production companies and, subject 
to meeting the minimum expenditure 
criteria, may qualify for the 20% New 
Zealand Screen Production Grant.
www.nzfilm.co.nz/international-productions/incentives

www.filmwellington.com

Australia 
Canada 
China*  
France 
Germany 
India 
Ireland 
Italy 

South Korea*  
Singapore 
Spain 
South Africa 
Chinese Taipei 
(Taiwan) 
United Kingdom

Treaties are currently in negotiation with 
Brazil, Denmark, Israel and Poland.

* The South Korean and Chinese treaties are 
currently film only and are being renegotiated to 
include television. 

Incentives
A New Zealand co-production will automatically 
qualify for the 40% New Zealand Screen 
Production Grant, subject to meeting the 
minimum expenditure thresholds.
www.nzfilm.co.nz/international-productions/incentives

New Zealand Government Funding
A co-production is eligible to apply for 
production funding from the New Zealand 
Film Commission, which has a total annual 
investment budget of around NZ$11 million. 
www.nzfilm.co.nz/funding/feature-films

Australian Local Content
A New Zealand co-production will count as local 
content for Australian free-to-air and pay TV 
content quota.

Want to find out 
more?
When planning a co-production the 
relevant treaties should be read in full.  
Copies of each of the co-production 
treaties and agreements and the 
New Zealand Film Commission co-
production application forms are 
available from the New Zealand Film 
Commission’s website:
www.nzfilm.co.nz/international-productions/ 
co-productions 

For more information about filming  
in Wellington please visit:
www.filmwellington.com

What about US 
productions?
The US does not have any official co-
production treaties or agreements.  In 
certain cases however, US companies 
may take indirect advantage of co-
production treaties through their 
subsidiary or affiliate companies that 
may be incorporated and carrying on 
business in New Zealand or in countries 
which are New Zealand’s co-production 
partners. 
Alternatively a US producer could 
partner with a New Zealand producer or 
a producer in a country that has a co-
production treaty or agreement with 
New Zealand. 
If a US producer thinks there is a 
possibility that a production could be 
structured as an official co-production, 
careful consideration needs to be 
given from the earliest stages to the 
nationalities of the authors of any 
source material, the writer/s and the 
director.  Most co-production treaties 
or agreements require these roles to be 
filled by nationals or residents of the co-
production countries. 
As previously outlined, projects could 
also instead be structured as unofficial 
co-productions.


